
Edizione 2011 assegnato a JACK LAVANCHY - presidente e fondatore di PADI 

EUROPE  di cui riportiamo il discorso di ringraziamento: 

"I would like to thank you all for this great honour. I do not know if I really deserve this! I 
have never done anything sensational. 

But ever since 1948 when I first started snorkeling in Cannes and 1950 when I did my first 

Scuba Dive in the Mediterarean with the "Club Alpin-Sous-Marin de Cannes" and up to this 
date as President Emeritus of PADI Europe, I have devoted most of my life to diving. 

In 1965 I became agent of La Spirotechnique, later also of TECHNISUB for Switzerland and in 

1968 also for Germany and Austria. During over 30 years as co-owner of JWL (later JWL-

Aqualung AG), one of the main Scuba Gear Distribution company in Europe. My goal has 

always been to make the manufacturing and selling of diving equipment a serious professional 

and honourable business. I did everything I could to bring the Diving Industry closer together 

instead of spending money time & energy in quarrelling and law suits! In 1995 my manager 

and business partner, J. Beeli and I sold our shares of JWL- Aqualung to Aqualung 
International. 

During my teaching of diving activities, starting with the Glaukos diving club of Zürich, with my 

many years of involvement with the Swiss Diving Federation and the CMAS and finally with 

PADI I have there also fought for unity and collaboration. It does not matter if you are a 

member of SSI, CMAS or PADI. The main thing is that you are a Diver who dives safely and 
motivates other people to dive. 

In 1978 by coincidence I visited the offices of PADI in Santa Ana/CA. My business partner Jürg 

Beeli who is 2* CMAS Instructor was soon convinced of their teaching methods. After obtaining 

the franchise for Europe and the Maledives we established PADI Europe AG in 1983. I also in 

all those years tried to bring the Diving equipment manufacturers and the Teaching Agencies 

closer together. It is only through a close collaboration that we can make the snorkeling and 

scuba diving activity grow further so that more and more people can admire and enjoy this 
fascinating under water world.  

The more divers there are the more can they convince the non diving beings and authorities, 
how important it is to preserve and protect the underwater realm.  

In closing I can gladly say that today we have to a great extent reached this close 
collaboration. But we could still do more,  

Thank you" 

Jack Lavanchy  - President Emeritus PADI Europe  

 


